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 to make Frederick's position more difficult by subsidising his
enemies in Italy. Not that he could look any longer for
recognition there himself; his only hope was to ensure himself
against attack. With one Western sovereign he managed to
maintain friendly relations—Louis VII of France—and in
March 1180 his son Alexius married Louis5 daughter Agnes.
There was no political importance in this alliance, though it
revived Manuel's optimism and self-esteem; and it was only
effective for a few months. In September both Louis and
Manuel were dead.
The dynasty of the Comneni, like the Macedonian dynasty
which it superseded, rendered great services to the Empire
and then collapsed amid scenes of disorder and misgovern-
ment, leaving the Empire almost in ruins. The end of the
Macedonians had been a lingering one. In the case of the
Comneni it came very rapidly : two Emperors, the one a boy
the other a life-long libertine, succeeded Manuel in turn, and
five years after his death they had both been murdered and
the dynasty was extinct. Alexius II, the heir of Manuel,
was only twelve years old when his father died, and remained
under the guardianship of his mother, Mary of Antioeh. It
was to be expected, in accordance with precedent, that she
would choose a husband to assist her in government, and
there were numerous candidates for the position. But she
preferred a lover to a husband, and a worthless one to boot,
Alexius, a nephew of Manuel; his vainglorious assertion of
power created ill feeling against her, and she herself contri-
buted to her unpopularity by showering favours on the Latins
in Constantinople, and preferring them to Greeks in the
highest offices of State. She was faced, too, with plots within
the imperial family, led by her stepdaughter Mary,1 who till
Alexius' birth had been sole heiress to the imperial throne,
and hoped to gain it for herself and her husband Renier;
though he too was a Latin, she utilised the anti-Latin feeling
in the capital to gain support against her stepmother.
In these conditions of misgovemment, of domestic plotting
and of popular unrest, there was the opportunity for an
* After Manuel's various negotiations with William II of Sicily and
Frederick of Barbarossa, he had married Iiis daughter to Renier, son of
William marquis of Montferrat, who was at the time in revolt against
Baxbarossa in Italy.

